A NEW WORLD INDUSTRY
the French Government in nitro-glycerine, since a commission was
appointed to investigate its use for military purposes. The
documents available give no information regarding the conclusions
arrived at by the commission. Count N. von Rosen's intended
journey to Paris in 1866, with a view to exploiting the discovery of
nitro-glycerine in France, had been given up on account of the
disasters which had occurred in the use of nitro-glycerine during
that year. In January, 1868, Robert Nobel was staying for some
time in Paris, in order to introduce dynamite also for military
purposes, but he was unsuccessful.
About this time Alfred Nobel got into touch with the firm
Barbe t p&re etfik &.co., maUres deforces, at Liverdun, near Nancy,
and he succeeded in interesting the partners, and especially the
son, M. Paul Barbe, in his discovery of dynamite. In May, 1868,
a provisional agreement was concluded, which provided for a
partnership for the exploitation in France of Nobel's discoveries.
The Barbes were to provide the necessary capital, estimated at
200,000 francs, and to have the right, after drawing 6 per cent
interest on this capital, a prior charge, to half the profits. This
partnership remained in force until Paul Barbe's death in 1890,
and was gradually extended to cover an ever wider field.
Nobel often makes mention of Barbe in his letters; his rare and
many-sided gifts, his commercial genius and his unique talent for
organisation had made a deep impression upon him. At the same
time he had noticed in Barbe a certain unscrupukmsness that gave
him qualms. He made the following remark about him in a letter
to his brother Ludwig: "He is an excellent fellow and exceedingly
industrious, but his conscience is as flexible as indiarubber. This
is a pity, for it is rarely that one finds a person combining so many
intelligent qualities/' In 1883, when the question arose of appoint-
ing a chief of the great works at Baku, he wrote to Robert Nobel:
" It is not easy to find someone who would be competent to
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